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Interim CEO Keith Chadwick (far left) with the Society’s 

leadership team, including Deputy Executive Director Diane 

Kubik, Home Care Director Andrea Quezada, Family Mental 

Health Program Director Cara Fraser, Sexual Abuse Treatment 

Program Director Jenny Almanzar and CFO Don Waddell. 

Playroom Dedicated to  
Former Program Director

The playroom at Family & Children’s Main Street location has been painted and 
dedicated to former Sexual Abuse Program Director Ronee Brimberg-Clark, who 

served the organization for 30 years and passed away on June 5, 2014. 

Local muralist Mary Freeman created a beach mural with special meaning to Brimberg-
Clark’s coworkers and friends, including a redhead flying a kite (Brimberg-Clark her-
self!). The room is stocked with toys and games to help children process and manage 
their trauma in the aftermath of sexual assault.

Said Sexual Abuse Treatment Program Director 
Jenny Almanzar, “Ronee was instrumental in 
making the program successful, educating the 
community and advocating for families affected 
by the debilitating effects of sexual abuse. Her 
legacy of healing traumatized children and 
their families will go on through the numerous 
clinicians that she has mentored, as well as 
countless numbers of traumatized children and 
families who learned to break the cycle of abuse 
in their own families.”

The mural painted in 
Ronee’s memory.
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L e t  u s  h e l p  y o u  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  y o u r  f a m i l y .

Welcome Back!
K E I T H  C H A D W I C K ,  I N T E R I M  C E O

Family & Children’s Society has been on a publishing 
hiatus – we’re pleased to introduce our new quarterly 

newsletter. Look for issues in January, April, July and October 
with information about our programs, services and outstanding 
staff, and updates on how we make a difference in our 
community. Our goal is to reach individuals and organizations 
in a position to refer people for services, to inform donors 
about our needs and help the public at large understand who 
we are and what we do. Please let one of our management 
team members (pictured below) know if there’s someone we 
should add to our mailing list!
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Our Bright Stars: 
Three Award 
Winners

It’s the people who make things work at  
Family & Children’s. We’re pleased to highlight  

the 2015 winners of these honors. Congratulations! 
For more details on our honorees, visit our website at  
www.familycs.org and read our 2014 annual report.

Home Health Aide Kay Keltos was named Family & 
Children’s Home Care Aide of the Year. Said Penny 
Donato, Assistant to the Director of Home Care, 
“The words that come to mind when we think of this 
year’s recipient are grace, poise and dignity. Kay does 
an outstanding job maintaining a safe and healthy 
client environment. She exercises keen judgment and 
always acts from a place of genuine compassion. She 
is always kind and considerate towards her clients and 
towards the nurses and office staff.” Keltos has been 
with Family & Children’s for 24 years. 

Roz Antoun, Director of Jewish Family Service through 
the Greater Binghamton Jewish Federation, was the 
recipient of the Esther W. Couper Memorial Award, 
which is presented annually to someone who provides 
outstanding service and dedication to the children 
and families of our community. Said Resource and 
Development Committee Chair Kathy Colling, “Roz’s 
accomplishments of positive impact in our community, 
too numerous to mention here, are carefully budgeted 
for to provide deserving recipients the programs or 
funds to improve their lives. She models the ideals of 
Esther W. Couper.” 

The Leadership Award is presented each year to a staff 
member who exemplifies guidance and dedication to 
stewarding others. Jenny Almanzar, Director of the 
Family & Children’s Society’s Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Program, was this year’s recipient. Almanzar became 
program director upon the death of founding director 
Ronee Brimberg-Clark. Said Interim CEO Keith Chad-
wick, “Jenny has done an outstanding job bridging 
the gap. She seeks new opportunities to expand the 
program and builds rapport with many in the com-
munity who have the same drive and purpose. We are 
grateful for her service and leadership.”

•	Advantage	After-School	Program

•	Counseling	–	Individual,	Couples,	Family,	Elder,	
Employee	Assistance	Program

•	Family	Homes	for	the	Elderly

•	Family	Mental	Health	Program

•	Home	Care	–	Home	Care	Aide	Service,	Health	Homes,	
In-Home	Mental	Health,	Vocational	Incentives	

•	Nursing	Home	Transition	&	
Diversion	Waiver	Program

•	School-Based	Programs

•	Sexual	Abuse	Treatment
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Founding 
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Donations are always appreciated and are  
tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.



P R O P E R T Y  R E C E N T L Y 
A C Q U I R E D

In 2013, the apartment building 
next door to Family & Children’s 

Main Street location burned. The 
apartment building was a total loss, 
and Family & Children’s suffered 
extensive water damage, making 
its offices unusable for an extended 
period of time. Kradjian Properties 
provided temporary space to Family & 
Children’s while Marchuska Brothers 
Construction and their subcontractors 
renovated. Family & Children’s 
reopened at its Main Street location 
on March 1, 2014. 

Family & Children’s recently acquired 
the property left empty by the fire. 
The purchase was made possible by 
the generous gift of an anonymous 
donor. The lot will be graded and 
graveled by the end of the summer 
and then available for client parking. 

“The goal is to eventually use this 
property to expand our Main Street 
location, once additional funds are 
available,” said Interim CEO Keith 
Chadwick. He continued, “We are 
indebted to the donor who made this 
legacy purchase possible, allowing our 
program to grow and expand in the 
future.”

A R T W O R K  T O  B E  P U R C H A S E D

In the wake of water damage to Family & Children’s Main Street location 
following the 2013 fire at the property next door, the building’s interior was 

bare of decoration. Interim CEO Keith Chadwick worked with the Community 
Foundation of South Central New York to secure a $2,500 grant to purchase 
paintings, prints, canvas gallery wraps and other artwork. Interior designer Rita 
Ernstrom of RCE Designs interviewed staff to determine the most appropriate 
selections, especially for counseling and treatment areas. The building’s main 
corridor was also fitted with display rails to enable rotating installations by local 
artists. Said Diane Brown, Executive Director of the Community Foundation, “We 
were able to issue the grant from our Lillian Briggs Designated Fund to help Family 
& Children’s create a pleasant and empowering space for clients and help the 
building seem more warm and welcoming.” Be sure to check out the new artwork 
if you stop by!

Property 
to Become 
Parking Lot

Grant Awarded for Artwork 
Installation

A t  a  G l a n c e :

Interior designer Rita Ernstrom of RCE 
Designs with one of the new art pieces.

Happy 75th, Family & Children’s!

Family & Children’s will celebrate its 75th anniversary  

with a gala event at 6 PM on Friday, May 20, 2016.  

Mark your calendar and watch for more details!

Spotlight on Family & Children’s Society’s Sexual 
Abuse Treatment Program 

F A M I L Y  &  C H I L D R E N ’ S  S O C I E T Y  P R O V I D E S  A  F U L L  R A N G E  O F  S E R V I C E S ,  B U T 
O N E  O F  I T S  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  I S  T H E  S E X U A L  A B U S E  T R E A T M E N T  P R O G R A M .

Client Testimonial:  
Sexual Abuse Treatment Program
Four years ago, Family & Children’s Sexual Abuse Treatment Program 
made a big difference for all the members of one family. The mother 
shares her story here. Financial support to Family & Children’s helps us 
continue to provide exceptional services like this.

In the spring of 2011, our family’s life was turned upside down. Child Protective 
Service workers came to our home and directed us to the Crime Victims 
Assistance Center, where my four-year-old son, five-year-old foster child and 
six-year-old daughter were interviewed; I didn’t know why. We learned that my 
15-year-old special-needs son – who has learning difficulties, a borderline IQ 
and needs information adapted for his comprehension – had potentially abused 
my daughter. He was removed from the home and later disclosed to police that 
his 16-year-old sister had abused him. (As a result, she was arrested and jailed.) 
My foster child was removed from my home, and the two older children were 
placed with relatives approved by the Department of Social Services. My four-
year-old son and six-year-old daughter were allowed to stay with me. I knew 
my children needed help through the Family & Children’s Society’s Sexual Abuse 
Treatment Program. The team of therapists and other staff worked to help my 
family heal and remain intact. It was a difficult and long process, but I can see 
now that it was exactly what we needed. They treated each family member 
individually and then as a whole. They helped us to understand sexual abuse 
and its impact on each one of us. The children were each given a voice. We 
were all victims of sexual abuse. Without the help of Family & Children’s, I’m not 
sure how our journey would have ended, and I feel my life would still be upside 
down. My children have each grown and seen some successes, which I’m not 
sure would have happened without the support of the team. If the Family & 
Children’s Society’s Sexual Abuse Program can help a family with special needs, 
they can help anyone. Families need to be willing to put in a lot of work, but the 
counselors at Family & Children’s were always available to help me. Sex abuse is 
challenging to deal with and it cannot be done alone.

Family & Children’s Society’s 
Sexual Abuse Treatment  

Program helps child victims and their 
families, children 12 and under with 
problematic sexual behaviors, and ado-
lescents and adults who have sexually 
offended. The program’s nine counsel-
ors – all licensed social workers who 
complete ongoing training in the fields 
of sexual abuse, sexual offending and 
trauma – work with the entire family 
affected by the abuse, with treatment 
usually centered on the victim. Said 
Program Director Jenny Almanzar, 
“There are no ‘typical’ clients – we 
serve people of all ages and socio- 
economic backgrounds. Sexual abuse 
can affect anyone: Before the age of 
18, approximately one in six boys and 
one in four girls are sexually abused.” 
Child victims enrolled in Family & Chil-
dren’s program can be treated without 
a mental health diagnosis often 
required by insurance (since counseling 
is completed under a contract) – allow-
ing individuals to receive help without 
potential added stigma.

If you’d like to help Family & Children’s 
continue to provide this vital service, 
your financial support can make a 
difference. Donations help replace 
play therapy room toys that wear out 
or break. Said Almanzar, “This space 
is crucial to give traumatized children 
a non-threatening space to explore 
their abuse.” Funding is also needed 
to educate parents about proper 
supervision of children, particularly 
parents of adolescents who have 
sexually offended. Read (at right) to 
learn how the Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Program made a life-changing 
difference for one family.

Program founded: 1983

Families served per year: 90-100 in Broome and Tioga Counties

Average treatment length: 12-24 months

Primary referral sources: Broome and Tioga County Departments of Social 
Services, and the Children’s Home and Crime Victims Assistance Center, 
both in Binghamton


